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UTILIZING PHONOLOGICAL CUES IN CHINESE CHARACTERS:
A DEVELOPMENTAL STUDY

Shu Hua' Zhou Xiaolin® Wu Ningning'
('Department of Psychology, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875)
(*Department of Psychology, Peking University, Beijing 100871)

Abstract

Phonetic radicals in Chinese characters can provide cues for the pronunciation of whole characters.
These cues can be consistent, making all the characters containing a particular radical to be pronounced
.in the same way. They can also be inconsistent, allowing characters containing the szme radical to be
pronounced in different ways. This study investigated schoo! children’s awareness of orthographic
structure and the use of phonological cues of phonetic radicals. Subjecis were askzd to judge whether
two characters having the same phonetic radical were homcphones. In eachr pair, the first character was
a familiar character while the second one w=2: a new character in guessing the pronunciation of the
second character and making judgersent, children had to be aware of the orthographic structure of the
familiar and new characters and use their knowledge about the phonological value of the phonetic radical.
It was found thait children’ s judgement was influenced by the consistency of phonetic radicals in
providing phonologica! cucs to the whole characters. Pairs containing consistent radicals were less likely
to be judged as non—homophones than pairs containing inconsistent radicals. This effect was more
pronounced as children were getting older.

Key words orthographic structure, phonetic radicals, consistency effect, homophone judgement.



